
Grade 5 Newsletter:

All 5th graders were excited to share their end of unit projects with

the community on Sharing Day, November 23rd. The students presented

their published narratives, as well as digital presentations of the interviews

they conducted for their performance assessments.  We are wrapping up

ELA Unit 1: The Search for Who We Are and beginning Unit 2:
Uncontrollable Events. In this unit, we study the impact of events in nature

and their impact on our individual lives and the planet.

In Math class, students are learning addition and subtraction of

decimal numbers.  They are then applying these skills to real world problems

relating to money. We will also be using Error Analysis to help students to

find errors, correct errors, rework the problems, and provide strategies so

that errors can be avoided in their own work.  They continue to practice

times tables to support memorization of their math facts.



In science, we are learning about the properties of matter.   The

students will come to an understanding that even if matter is made of

very small particles too small to be seen, this idea can be used to

explain the behavior of materials, including gasses, as they dissolve,

melt, evaporate, and are mixed together. Major tools used in the

lessons to develop this learning are: making thinking visible through

drawing (developing models), collaborating with others to plan

investigations of phenomena, and using observations, measurements and

graphs as evidence to support their ideas.

During Cultural Studies we have completed our first unit “Geography in

the Western Hemisphere” and have begun our new unit “A New World

Rising.”  During the first part of the unit students have created timelines of

their own lives which will help them build the skills they need to understand

how to read and create timelines about the many historical events we will be

exploring. “Explorers” will look at varying theories as to how the earliest

inhabitants arrived in America. They will also learn about how the early

inhabitants adapted to environmental changes in a variety of ways

(connecting back to the 5 Themes of Geography). During this unit students

will also learn about 4 major ancient civilizations and what made their

communities civilizations.


